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Homer Newton Sweet 


Homer Newton Sweet was born 
in Attleboro, Massachusetts on 
December 4, 1885 and died sud- 
denly at his home in Weston, 
Massachusetts, on May 18, 1948, 
being survived by his wife, Elizabeth 
L. Sweet. His death was unforseen 
and greatly shocked all his associ- 
ates and friends. 

His higher education had been at 
Brown University where he gradu- 
ated with the degree of Ph.B. with 
honors in 1907 and was elected to 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa. 
At college he was a member of 
Kappa Sigma fraternity and partici- 
pated in baseball and other athletic 
sports. He was also a member of an 
intercollegiate chess team which 
defeated representatives of the uni- 
versities of Oxford and Cambridge 
inacable tournament. Throughout 
his life he enjoyed travel and was a 
great lover of the outdoors; he 
acquired a store of knowledge of 
birds, trees and wild flowers. 

After a period of employment as 
a cost accountant with Brown & 
Sharpe Manufacturing Company in 
Providence, Rhode Island, Mr. 
Sweet entered the public accounting 
profession in Boston in 1911. For 
five years he served as staff ac- 
countant, first with Harvey S. 
Chase & Co. and later with Cooley 


& Marvin. In 1916 he became man- 
ager in the Boston office of Lybrand, 
Ross Bros. & Montgomery and was 
made a member of the 
1919. 

Mr. Sweet’s work and activities 
during the past thirty-two years 
reached far beyond the Boston 
office of our firm. Aside from his 
active interest in the development 
and work of all our offices, he con- 
tributed much to the accounting 
profession as a whole. He served 
as Vice President of the American 
Institute of Accountants which he 
joined in 1915, and also served as 
a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, member of Council and as 
chairman of various committees of 
the Institute. He was a certified 
public accountant of Massachu- 
setts, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and other states and a 
past president of the Massachusetts 
Society of Certified Public Ac- 
countants, Inc. 

In addition to his professional 
work Mr. Sweet was a man of wide 
intellectual interests. For many 
years he was Lecturer in Accounting 
at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Business Administration. After 
serving for some years as Alumni 
Trustee, in 1942 he was elected a 
Life Trustee of Brown University, 
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his Alma Mater. More recently, 
he was chairman of the Northern 
New England Region, Brown Uni- 
versity Housing and Development 
Campaign. During the Second 
World War he served with the 
Office of Production Management 
and later for the War Production 


Board. Another field of great 
interest to him was in the com- 
munity affairs of his home town of 
Weston, where, among many activ- 
ities, he was for ten years on the 
Finance Committee and was Chair- 
man of the Advisory Committee 
for Veterans. 
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Appreciation of Homer N. Sweet 
by his Partners 


I was stunned when the word 


came to me that Homer Sweet had 
just passed away. It did not seem 
possible—he had apparently re- 
covered entirely from an indisposi- 
tion, not serious, and had expected 
to return to the office very shortly. 
I cannot realize that Homer has 
gone—even now I find myself 
unconsciously looking forward to 
the fulfillment of plans for meeting 
each other at his home or mine. 

Homer’s death is a sad loss to us 
and to his many friends. He was 
blessed with those qualities which 
make a man an outstanding member 
of the community. It is tragic that 
death should have cut short a life 
so filled with well-doing. He had so 
many interests to which he was 
devoted—professional, educational 
and civic—all of which would have 
been benefited by the continuance 
of his wise counsel. 

It is fitting that a record of his 
activities should be made and it will 
be found elsewhere, but in writing 
about him I find that the affection 
I had for him leads me to dwell in 
my thoughts on experiences of a 
more personal nature. 

I recall the visits made to the 
lovely home of Homer and his 
wife—drives through the surround- 
ing countryside, search for historic 
landmarks, our conversations on all 
sorts of subjects. 


Then came our delightful stay 
last Winter in a Florida university 
town—the college with its beautiful 
buildings, a joy always, the inter- 
esting meetings and our contact 
with people of culture. 

The memory of these and other 
enjoyable experiences of our com- 
panionship will always remain with 
me. 

WILLIAM M. LYBRAND. 

Again we are called upon to 
record our sorrow on the death of a 
beloved friend and a most able 
associate. For a third of a century 
we have had the privilege of en- 
joying Homer’s friendship and 
of profiting by his untiring and 
capable efforts. 

It is not necessary to speak at 
this time of his ability and compe- 
tence, for the members of his 
profession have testified to these 
by the many responsibilities which 
they entrusted to him, and which he 
discharged with marked distinction 
and fidelity. By his teaching and 
training young men to take their 
places in the ranks of accountancy, 
he has contributed much to the 
profession he loved. 

Our Firm has suffered a distinct 
loss, and we shall greatly miss his 
wise counsel. While others must 
now assume the duties which he 
has laid down, no one can replace 
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Homer, himself, and there will 
remain with us all a grateful mem- 
ory of a fine personality and of 
what his fellowship has meant to us 
during these many years. 

T. EDWARD Ross. 


The real test of a professional 
man is what others in the same pro- 
fession think of him. His close 
friends, his fellow partners and 
associates know well his charm, 
attainments and personal traits. 

For fifteen years or so I was 
closely connected with the Ameri- 
can Institute of Accountants, as 
President and member of the Exec- 
utive Committee. During all of that 
time I had conclusive opportunity 
to hear, at first hand, what the lead- 
ing men in our profession thought 
of Homer. His activities, grasp of 
complicated questions of ethics, 
practice and literature of the pro- 
fession were continuously recog- 
nized. All assignments to impor- 
tant committees or special jobs 
were made with full assurance that 
the jobs would be well done and 
would reflect credit on the whole 
profession. He sought no personal 
credit but it was given to him fully 
and ungrudgingly. He served as 
member of the Executive Com- 
mittee and as Vice President. 

Homer leaves behind him treas- 
ured memories to those of us who 
knew and appreciated the warm 
companionship of a partner and 
friend. Always we will miss him; 
always will his life and works 





endure in memory, both inside and 

outside the profession, but particu- 

larly for everyone in our firm. 
ROBERT H. MONTGOMERY. 


Homer’s life was guided by an 
unshakeable personal integrity. His 


great intellectual powers, his ap- 
proach to every problem were 
governed thereby. Yet he was 


tolerant: he was patient, sympa- 
thetic and helpful. Beneath a reti- 
cent manner he concealed cheerful- 
ness, a quick and happy laughter, 
enjoyment of life and a proper 
valuation of material things. His 
evident, though silent, friendliness 
was so strong that he won the 
affectionate admiration even of 
those who knew him but slightly. 

For thirty-two years Homer and 
I were in close and affectionate 
accord. I watched him develop 
with all the interest and pride of an 
elder brother and I have an elder 
brother’s feeling of irreparable loss. 

CARL T. KELLER. 


As a professional disciple and 
close associate of Homer Sweet over 
many years, I know neither where 
to begin nor to end an appreciation 
of his life, because of the wide 
range of his interests and attain- 
ments. It seems best summed up 
in terms of the standards which he 
set for himself and by example for 
others. 

His intellectual standards were 
those of the scholar; the objective 
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approach and perseverance in re- 
search which, aided by an amazing 
memory and by schooling in orderly 
methods of thought, produced sound 
and wise judgments. 

His standards of work and of 
service to the community were truly 
professional. The quality of the 
result was never limited by the 
effort or recompense involved, but 
was always as close as possible to 
what he judged to be the best. 
His intense industry and a sense of 
practicality saved him from the 
error of perfectionism. A phrase in 
a report might be worked over 
countless times, but the effect was 
sure to improve its appropriateness 
and clarity and to strengthen its 
impact. 

Ethical and intellectual integrity 
characterized all his dealings. He 
scorned any thought or action which 
would mislead either himself or 
others. His personal ideals were in 
complete harmony with the audi- 
tor’s professional ideals of seeking 
the truth and setting it forth fairly 
to others. 

Finally, his standards comprised 
a warm human interest, respect and 
appreciation for each individual 
with whom he dealt. Whether they 
were members of his office whom he 
was directing or war veterans whom 
he was counselling, his interest in 
their welfare was keen, his attitude 
towards their shortcomings was 
sympathetic and his appraisal of 
their motives was unsuspicious. 
He had a generous mind towards 








others and the thoughtfulness of a 
gentleman and a scholar. 

While such standards of life as 
Homer Sweet exemplified are last- 
ing values, their memory is but poor 
substitution for his strong living 
personality. My personal grief at 
the loss of such a friend and asso- 
ciate is only intensified by its 
coming without warning at the 
height of his career. 

DONALD P. PERRY. 


For those of us who have grown 
up in accounting under Homer 
Sweet it will be a long time before 
we can realize that he is no longer 
here in the Boston office. But we do 
realize what a tremendous influence 
upon our lives and work he has 
been and will continue to be. One 
indication of his character is the 
fact that the years of association 
with him have been an inspiration 
and at the same time a great deal 
of fun. 

His extraordinary abilities in our 
profession are widely known. Also 
outstanding, though less widely 
known, were his qualities as a boss, 
a partner and a friend. He was 
always ready with sound advice 
and assistance for the solving of our 
problems of all kinds and in the 
future we shall often be helped by 
knowledge of what he would have 
done in circumstances similar to 
those which we meet. 

JOEL D. HARVEY. 
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It was a rare privilege to have 
been associated with Homer Sweet 
for almost thirty years and it is 
difficult even now to think of him 
as other than active. He devoted 
himself unstintingly to whatever 
work he undertook, bringing to the 
task a wealth of knowledge and 
experience, and was unsparing in 
his effort to achieve a result of out- 
standing merit. One could not 
long work in such an atmosphere 
without assimilating much of his 
enthusiasm and some of his under- 
standing. He had the faculty of 
bringing out the best talents in his 
associates and inspired them with 
high standards of performance 
which played such an important 
part in developing the practice of 
the Boston office. 

To attend a ball game with 
Homer was to learn something of 
the finer points of the game. In 
years gone by he participated with 
a number of us in intra-office base- 
ball games on Boston Common and 
was a keen competitor. 

I have lost a close friend, and 
shall miss his wise counsel and far- 
sighted wisdom. His friendship 
will continue as a cherished memory. 

ALBERT E. HUNTER. 

In the accounting profession 
Homer Sweet was an acknowledged 
leader. So versatile were his talents, 
that he would have been outstand- 
ing in any field of endeavor he 
chose. He was a man of many 
interests who applied himself to 


every task with all of his energy. 
Few men derived more pleasure 
from the very doing of things. He 
had a remarkably imaginative and 
orderly mind and the courage to 
follow the course of action dictated 
by his rational thinking and high 
standards of conduct. 

To me the outstanding of his 
many fine qualities were his gener- 
osity and his kindliness. He gladly 
contributed his abilities to com- 
munity, professional and educa- 
tional affairs. He was also generous 
in his opinions of the motives and 


deeds of his fellow men. In his 
relations with associates, he was 
always patient, courteous and fair 


minded. Those who worked with 
him knew of the strength of his 
determination and the power of his 
thinking. He was a gifted teacher 
and the men on his staff learned to 
appreciate the gentle firmness with 
which he labored to train and 
develop them. I shall be ever 
grateful for his friendship. 
MaArK C. WALKER. 

It is difficult to realize that 
Homer has gone on. I talked to 
him by telephone just twenty-four 
hours before his passing. We dis- 
cussed his contemplated visit to our 
Pacific Coast offices, upon which he 
planned to start within a few days. 
It is well nigh impossible to realize 
that a life so full of purpose and 
capacity and with such great plans 
for the future should end so sud- 
denly and unexpectedly. But while 
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his labors are ended, the benefits 
of his work will be without end. 
In this life the unexpected so fre- 
quently happens. 

Early in my association with the 
firm, in the year 1921, it was my 
good fortune to be assigned to work 
with Homer on the U.S. Shipping 
Board assignment. Thus for the 
larger part of a year we were in 
Washington together, by day at 
work, frequently in the evenings in 
friendly conversation or in games 
of chess, he the master, I the pupil; 
or in discussion of various problems 
of the engagement, again, he the 
master, I the pupil. His example 
and guidance have made a lasting 
impress upon my professional work 
and character. 

Homer contributed much to the 
standing of the firm, to the ad- 
vancement of the profession as a 
whole, and immeasurably to the 
joy of living, particularly to the 
many who had the privilege of 
companionship with him. We 
mourn his passing but will ever 
treasure his great leadership and 
the pleasant memories of the many 
but too few years of association 
with him. 

PRIOR SINCLAIR. 

It is with a feeling of deepest 
personal loss that I pay tribute to 
my friend and our associate for so 
many years, Homer N. Sweet. A 
man endowed with an extraordinary 
mind, with outstanding ability in 
his profession and a kindness toward 


all, he was ever ready to give un- 
sparingly of his strength and talents 
in stimulation of the thinking of 
others and inspiring them to the 
fulfilment of their hopes and am- 
bitions. I wish it were possible for 
me to express adequately the 
depth of my regard for him as a 
friend and esteem for his technical 
abilities. The accounting profes- 
sion has lost a leader and his 
associates a dear friend and wise 
counselor. Many had the privilege 
of knowing and loving him, and 
the good he did will live on after 
him. 
JOHN Hoop, Jr. 

I am deeply grieved by Homer’s 
untimely death. Men of his char- 
acter and ability can ill be spared. 
We were happily associated for 
more than a quarter of a century. 
Living at opposite ends of the 
country, our personal contacts were 
necessarily all too limited. He was 
on his way to visit me when he 
became ill. I understood it was 
nothing serious. I was informed 
that he was recovering rapidly and 
that he would talk to me on the 
telephone on Thursday. Wednes- 
day noon I was told he had passed 
away. The shock was terrific. 

GEORGE R. KEAST. 

I believe the older I get the fonder 
and more appreciative of my part- 
ners I become. Most of us display 
a number of faults but it would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to men- 
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tion any fault in Homer Sweet. 
He was invariably kind to, and 
considerate of, others and always 
more than willing to help solve any 
problem. He had the rare ability 
of giving an opinion on any subject 
apparently uninfluenced by any 
bias or prejudice. It hardly seems 
enough to say that in the passing of 
Homer Sweet all of us have suffered 
an irreplaceable loss. 
NORMAN J. LENHART. 

The passing of Homer Sweet 
removes from us one whose wisdom, 
intellect and friendliness we had 
come to lean upon over the years. 
His quiet demeanor and kindly 
attitude was ever a help in plumb- 
ing any problem with which he was 
approached, and his judicial mind 
would give one assurance that a 
sound solution would not be far 
away. He was a real gentleman of 
the old school in all its finest con- 
notations of courtesy and consider- 
ation for others. We shall sorely 
miss him, and in doing so my mind 
will always recall part of a famous 
Shakespearean epitaph— 
His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mix’d in him that Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, ‘“This was a man.” 

CONRAD B. TAYLOR. 

All of us live by personal stand- 
ards. They constitute guides for 
decisions we face and are the basis 
for success or failure in our relation- 
ships with others. These relation- 
ships are of tremendous importance 


as the one thing all of us share in 
common regardless of differences in 
occupation, environment or innate 
talents. To understand a person- 
ality we must understand the stand- 
ards from which it has emerged. 

The qualities by which a man 
judges others reflect his own and as 
I thought of tributes which I might 
add to those which would come so 
naturally to Homer Sweet, I reread 
his own penetrating remarks, writ- 
ten under like circumstances, on 
the character and life of Walter 
Staub. How clearly his appraisal 
revealed the things for which Homer 
himself stood—integrity; loyalty; 
and strength of character. 

It seems fitting we should dwell 
on our enrichment in having had a 
man of his stature as a partner 
rather than upon our loss in his 
going. 

ALVIN R. JENNINGS. 

I was deeply grieved over the 
sudden passing of Homer Sweet. 
For a number of years after I be- 
came associated with the Chicago 
office I made annual visits to 
Boston, which afforded me _ the 
opportunity of becoming well ac- 
quainted with Homer Sweet early 
in my experience with the firm. 

Homer Sweet was a man of excep- 
tional ability, he had a brilliant 
mind, a kindly disposition, and was 
always willing to help in solving 
the difficult problems of others. 
He was keenly interested in ac- 
countancy and made substantial 














[wae SS > 


ao 


ts O ot WD 


ial 




















‘. R. B. & M. Journal 11 





contributions toward the advance- 
ment of the profession. He had a 
most pleasing personality and was 
highly respected by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him. His 
passing is a severe loss to the firm, 
the profession and his friends. 
HOMER L. MILLER. 


Homer Sweet has been a tower 
of strength in our firm, honored and 
loved by all. We have honored him 
for his outstanding technical abili- 
ties, his years of strenuous service 
and his wise counsel on business and 
personal affairs. He has had our 
affection for his personal qualities 
of friendship, his high integrity, 
his equanimity and his sympathetic 
understanding of the problems of 
the other fellow. It was a cardinal 
principle of life as he lived it to give 
of himself for the good of others. 
His gifts were bestowed upon the 
entire accounting profession; he 
has made noteworthy contributions 
throughout his many years of 
service on professional committees 
and recently as a Vice President of 
the American Institute of Ac- 
countants. 

My last conversation with him 
was at Asheville and I shall always 
remember our conversations in that 
delightful setting. If I could speak 
with him I would want to tell him 
that I shall sorely miss his friend- 
ship and I would want to congratu- 
late him on a full life, well spent. 

DONALD M. RUSSELL. 


I have lost a friend whom I shall 
never forget. Kind, patient, con- 
siderate, and extremely modest, a 
leader in his profession, Homer 
Sweet was always willing to help 
anyone who sought his counsel. 
He gained and held the respect and 
affection of everyone with whom he 
came in contact. 

To him, the joy of life was work. 
He had a brilliant, logical mind and 
an unsatiable desire to increase his 
knowledge which he freely shared 
with others. While attaining leader- 
ship in his profession, he was able 
to devote a large measure of his 
energies to educational and civic 
affairs. 

In Homer Sweet, the accounting 
profession has lost a member who 
was outstanding in its develop- 
ment. 

WILLIAM F. MARSH. 


Carl Keller’s telegram to us 
telling of Homer Sweet’s death 
closed with these words—‘‘Will we 
ever see his like again!” The 
answer, of course, is “No.” But 
more’s the pity because it would 
have gratified Mr. Sweet no end if 
he could have built many others up 
to his own abilities and standards. 
He never stopped trying. 

His method of developing men 
was interesting, and usually the 
developee didn’t catch on to it fora 
long time. It was to make top-step 
accounting seem so easy—as he 
practiced it—that other men said, 
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“T think I could do that too,” 
and went to work trying to prove 
it. I was one of them. We tried to 
copy Mr. Sweet’s techniques and 
his common sense approach, to 
develop a sense of responsibility 
akin to his, and a distaste for that 
which might be expedient but not 
inherently right. We tried to order 
our minds as we thought he had 
his ordered, with everything per- 
tinent to a problem assembled and 
right at hand. We adopted his 
tenet of constant progression that 
“‘a piece of work which was good 
last year isn’t necessarily good 
enough this year.” 

And what happened with all this 
trying? Just this! Nobody ever 
quite caught up! Most of us never 
even came near to catching up! 
In fact, the further we did progress, 
the more the distance seemed to 
widen between us and him. Could 
it be that he was moving ahead 
faster than we were? That was 
only part of it. The truth was that, 
in the beginning and for a long 
time thereafter, we had been dis- 
armed by his kindliness, his lack of 
pretense, his democratic interest in 
all of us as individuals, and his 
utter simplicity of soul. We had 
had to become pretty good our- 
selves to realize that he had been 
impossibly far ahead all the time, 
and would stay that way despite 
our best efforts. As we grew and 
developed under his influence, there 
inevitably came a time when we 
could appreciate—as seasoned vio- 


linists appreciate the virtuosity of a 
Heifitz—that here indeed was a 
master. 

WALTER B. GIBSON. 

One of the saddest experiences in 
life is the final parting with those 
who have been associated with us 
in a social and business way for 
many years. 

As we grow older these partings 
come more frequently and each one 
seems a bit harder to bear than the 
last. 

Homer N. Sweet became a part- 
ner January 1, 1919 while attached 
to the staff of the Boston office, 
which he joined in 1916. His out- 
standing ability, industry and de- 
votion to the firm’s interests won 
prompt advancement for him en- 
dearing him to the hearts of his 
associates, and helped to bring the 
Boston office to the firm position it 
now occupies in the accounting 
profession and in the confidence re- 
posed by an ever-increasing clientele. 

His industry and integrity were 
outstanding, his grasp of accounting 
problems was thorough and com- 
prehensive and the loss sustained 
by his death is deeply felt by every 
member of the firm. 

JOSEPH M. PUGH. 





The sudden passing of Homer 
N. Sweet was a great shock to me 
and I mourn the loss of a dear friend 
and associate. 

I always felt the greatest admi- 
ration for Homer’s brilliant intel- 
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lectual powers and during more 


than thirty years’ association never 


knew him to become excited or 
irritated, never too busy or pre- 
occupied to give thought to the 
problems of another and his sound 
advice and helpful guidance was 
most cheerfully given. The calm, 
serene and confident manner of his 


approach to the solution of the most 
difficult problem was a source of 
envy to me. 

We shail miss him greatly and 
can only take solace in the con- 
templation of a long and satis- 
factory association. 

H. HILTON DUMBRILLE. 





Resolution of Executive Committee of Massachusetts 
Society of Certified Public Accountants, Inc. 


In the passing of Homer Newton 
Sweet on the eighteenth of May, 
nineteen hundred and forty-eight, 
the public accounting profession 
and the Massachusetts Society in 
particular, have sustained an ir- 
reparable loss. He was a pillar of 
the profession. His competence, 
wisdom and capacity for unselfish 
service fitted him for the position of 
leadership which he held and made 
him a constant source of inspiration 
and reliance to his fellow prac- 
titioners throughout the United 
States. 

He was a gentleman of rare per- 
sonal charm, marked by an engaging 
simplicity of manner and his friend- 
ship was treasured by those whose 


privilege it was to have acquired it. 

He served the Society as Presi- 
dent, had been Vice President of 
the American Institute of Ac- 
countants and was, at the time of 
his death, a member of its Executive 
Committee. 

In recognition of the unique 
position which Homer Sweet held 
in the profession and feeling a deep 
sense of loss in his passing, the 
Executive Committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Society of Certified Public 
Accountants, Inc., takes this means 
of evidencing its sincere apprecia- 
tion of his abilities and sterling 
qualities. He has left his imprint 
on the profession which he served 
so ably and tirelessly. 


COLD 
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Expressions from Members of Boston Office 


Whatever task he was called upon 
to do was accomplished with a 
desire for perfection; his greatness 
will continue to be a goal for those 
whom he has left. 


He was a very kindly man, fair 
in all things, and never made one 
uncomfortable because of an error. 


His brilliant mind simplified the 
solution of many complicated prob- 
lems. 


He was always thoughtful and 
kind, very fair, and spontaneous 
in making decisions. When he 
seemed demanding there was al- 
ways a necessity for it. 


When you went into his office, 
Mr. Sweet would look up with a 
smile and you felt that his capa- 
cities, marshalled at the click of the 
door, were available without reser- 
vation and that he hoped you were 
not going to disappoint him with 
an easy problem. For some time 
after a talk with him, you might 
continue discovering the meat in 
what he had said, perhaps becom- 
ing aware that an apparently im- 
personal discussion was in reality 
a lesson to think about. 





I remember years ago at a staff 
training course Mr. Sweet acted as 
instructor, in shirtsleeves with the 
rest of us, with great zest and 
enjoyment of the personal relation- 
ship with each one. 


Mr. Sweet impressed us as so 
modest in his own appreciation of 
his capabilities that he little realized 
how much he towered over his 
fellows in attainments and in capa- 
cities. He was forthright and 
intellectually honest. He would 
never dissemble or let the worse 
appear the better reason. His 
search was for truth at all hazards. 
One might start by admiring his 
intellect, but the privilege of long 
association with him could lead to 
but one end—warm and affection- 
ate appreciation of his sympathy 
and understanding. 


To each of us perhaps some one 
quality was more outstanding than 
another. I was particularly im- 
pressed with his ability to assign a 
piece of work and to leave it to the 
discretion of the individual to ac- 
complish the task as he saw fit. 
If the material was returned in less 
time than Mr. Sweet had assumed 
it would require, he was quick to 
recognize it and to show his ap- 
preciation by a ready smile and 
simple words of praise. 
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Letter from John L. Carey, Executive Director, 
American Institute of Accountants 


Throughout the twenty years of 
my acquaintance with Homer Sweet, 
he impressed me continually as 
having all the virtues of an ac- 
countant. He seemed to combine 
all the qualities that I found most 
admirable in accountants; a highly 
trained and disciplined mind, a 
habit of thoroughness, a skeptical 
but tolerant attitude toward new 
ideas, complete independence of 
judgment. 

When: he was chairman of the 
Institute’s committee on co-oper- 
ation with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, I was always 
struck by the thoroughness with 
which he prepared for a committee 
meeting or conference with S. E. C. 
officials. He apparently always 
read back through the files before 
any occasion of this kind, and 
consequently he was never tripped 
up on a question of fact. As a 
member of the Institute’s Executive 
Committee, it never troubled him 
to be in the minority, even a 
minority of one, if he thought the 
majority was wrong. He voted 
according to his conviction, and 
there was never any doubt of 
where he stood. As chairman of 
the Institute’s committee on pro- 


fessional ethics, the judicial quality 
of his judgment was particularly 
noticeable. He was as fair as any 
human being could be. 

I have a sense of personal in- 
debtedness to Mr. Sweet for his 
encouragement of the idea that I 
undertake to write a book on the 
“Professional Ethics of Public Ac- 
counting.” It was when he was 
chairman of the ethics committee 
that this job was started, and if he 
had not shown enthusiasm for it, 
it might never have been done. 
He personally edited the manu- 
script with meticulous care, which 
must have taken many hours of 
work. 

I have never known Mr. Sweet 
to refuse a request for service to the 
accounting profession, no matter 
what the cost might have been in 
personal effort on his part. I never 
knew him to be unpleasant or 
unkind, or make a_ disparaging 
remark about anyone else. 

I feel justified in thinking of him 
as one who represented the best 
that can be found in the accounting 
profession. I shall always feel that 
it was a privilege to have known 
him. 

JOHN L. CAREY. 
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Excerpt from the Report of the President to the 
Brown University Corporation, June 19, 1948 


Homer Newton Sweet died on 
May 18. A member of the Class of 
1907, he was a_ thoroughgoing 
Brown man who for over forty years 
maintained a lively interest in the 
affairs of the University. Long 
before I met him I was impressed 
by the receipt of an annual gift 
from.an alumnus so modest that he 
never made it in person, but so 
generous that it was notable. He 
served for a time as president of the 
Brown Club of Boston. In 1942 he 
was elected to the Corporation as a 
Trustee and the following year was 
made a member of the Advisory 
and Executive Committee. A man 
of few words, but of very firm con- 
victions, he never participated in 
a discussion unless he had some- 
thing different to add to the con- 


tributions of others. When he 
spoke it was to the point, and 
almost without exception the ques- 
tion he raised was settled in the 
way he suggested. He was a 
singularly meticulous draftsman, 
careful to see that the minutes 
reflected precisely the desires of the 
committee. In a prudential ca- 
pacity he was unsurpassed. His 
knowledge of accounting was, of 
course, a great asset, but he in- 
terpreted figures in educational 
terms and never confused univer- 
sity business with business of a 
commercial character. Faithful in 
attendance, wise in judgment, loyal 
in heart, he fulfilled his duties with 
rare ability and fidelity. 
HENRY M. WRISTON. 
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Letter from Professor Thomas H. Sanders, Harvard 
University Graduate School of Business Administration 


Homer Sweet was a Lecturer in 
Accounting on the Faculty of the 
Harvard Business School from 1927 
until the day of his death. While 
his earlier assignments were largely 
in the course on Auditing, and he 
gave more time to it than to any 
other division of accounting, he also 
participated occasionally in the 
courses on Financial Accounting 
and Industrial Accounting. In all 
these courses his wide experience 
and well-considered, carefully ex- 
pressed judgments made a deep 
impression upon the students. It is 
probable, however, that his greatest 
contribution was made in the form 
of general counselling to the mem- 
bers of the accounting group of 
instructors upon any and all phases 
of their work. With never-failing 
cheerfulness and patience he made 
himself at all times available to 
any member of the Faculty, to 
whom his experience and judgment 
were a valuable resource. In recent 
years he excused himself from class- 
room appearances, giving reasons 
of health, but without hint that 
anything serious threatened him. 
All through this time, however, he 
made us welcome on the telephone 
or in his office whenever any matter 
arose on which we wished to consult 
him. 

In the case of Homer Sweet words 
like “‘wisdom”’ and “‘sagacity’’ come 
readily to mind. His retentive 





memory and lucid, well-ordered 
mind were the efficient servants of 
his insight and judgment. What 
made these all the more dependable 
to his friends was that he never 
hesitated a moment to decline to 
offer any opinion on questions 
which he felt to be outside his 
experience. 

He was always among those ac- 
countants who supported the en- 
deavors of the Harvard Business 
School to make education for ac- 
countants a broad business training. 
He tolerated no slipshod technical 
work, but he also recognized that 
the more important phases of ac- 
counting are a subdivision of busi- 
ness administration, and that some 
understanding of production, mar- 
keting and financial problems is 
requisite to sound judgment on the 
larger accounting problems. His 
early experience in cost accounting 
undoubtedly contributed to this 
view. 

At an early date, before he be- 
came a member of this Faculty, he 
suggested a course in Accounting 
Policy, in which these larger ac- 
counting questions might be dis- 
cussed at a policy level. Though 
the suggestion was never carried 
out in a literal sense, endeavors 
were made to realize the substance 
of it in the accounting courses 
given at the School. 

T. H. SANDERS. 


























Portion of Remarks by Frederick M. Meek, D.D., 
at Funeral Services of Homer N. Sweet 


Old South Church in Boston, Congregational 
(Third Church in Boston, 1669), Copley Square 


Today in our different capacities 
we pay our tribute of respect and 
affection to Homer Sweet. He was 
friend to us all, while to some here 
he was bound by the closest ties 
of family love and _ experience. 
Family and friends, we are unitedly 
met here in the Sanctuary for these 
last offices of faith and of love. 

The Book of Ecclesiasticus says: 
“There are some who have no 
memorial; while there are some 
who have left a name behind them 
whose praise can be repeated.” 
Homer Sweet was one of these 
latter. All over this city, this 
Commonwealth and indeed our 
country, men knew his integrity, 
valued his judgment, desired his 
counsel, and were the grateful 
recipients of his friendship. Pa- 
tient, kindly, gentle, quiet, the 
strengths of his affection went 
down to the very roots of life itself. 
The breadth of his interests was 
great, at times unsuspected by 
those who even knew him well. 
He brought the incisiveness of his 
mind to bear not only upon the 
problems of his profession (a pro- 
fession in which he had achieved 
pre-eminence) but upon the prob- 
lems of common welfare, com- 
munity well-being and the great 





questions of our time, so that while 
he was a never ending student in 
his profession, he was conversant 
with the thought and all the writ- 
ings of America’s pre-eminent 
theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr. Thus 
did his mind and interests range. 
He was thrice blessed (as were 
those who knew him) in that he 
had the capacity for the enjoyment 
of life. A friend said of him, “He 
laughed more easily and happily 
than any other man I ever knew.” 
And today the memories of him 
and of what he was crowd in upon 
us. The contribution of the lives 
of men like Homer Sweet, able 
men of integrity, unselfish in public 
and private service, have made our 
Commonwealth and our country 
great, and their contribution abides 
with us both as precious memory 
and as a living strength. 

Our gathering here is both on 
his behalf and on our own, for on 
this day we come face to face with 
the final mystery of life: the meet- 
ing with man’s inescapable com- 
panion, death. If in such an hour 
we could not affirm that God is, 
and that while we may not under- 
stand life’s mystery, always He 
stands beside to sustain and to 
guide, our sorrow would be mingled 
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with the hopelessness of final de- 
feat. But for us born into the 
faith of our Lord there comes that 
strengthening affirmation: ‘‘God is 
our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in time of trouble.” 

And so this day we come with 
Homer Sweet into the presence of 
God, there to wait and to listen 
for God’s word to us. 

As we gather for these offices of 
faith and of love, we remember 
that this passing of the life from 
the body, in a very real way in- 
volves the most intimate relation- 
ship between God and ourselves. 
As yet, it has always been the other 
who has gone and we have been 
left. But eventually we too will go 
and the others will be left. Thus 
all love and friendship come to the 
time when they know this kind of 
separation. But this is never the 
end of companionship, for God has 
given to love to keep its own 
eternally, through His divine gift 
of memory by which we live over 
again the days and the scenes of 
our lives together. Always as a 
present reality there are and there 
will be memories of days and years 
of companionship, of a friendship 
that still exists binding us in strong 
devotion — the remembrance of 
hopes and purposes envisioned, of 
kindnesses done, and of that quiet 
affection which is a rare treasure 
in many hearts. 


But beyond everything else there 
is our longing to hear those affirma- 
tions of hope and understanding— 
those words rooting in the promises 
of God to us. Therefore we say: 
We believe that God knows and 
that He cares. We believe that 
from Him there comes our strength. 
We believe that in the great love 
and wisdom of God the life, the 
person, goes on, leaving behind the 
outworn instrument of the body. 
We believe that in the providence 
of God a better instrument awaits 
him, indeed awaits us all, through 
which under His guidance we live 
better, more adequately, than ever 
before. 

St. Paul once said, “And the 
death is yours.” He lived under 
the spell of immortality. He 
thought of death not as a terminus: 
it was a way on, a thoroughfare. 
It does not separate us from the 
love of God. It completes the 
union. 


Death is but a covered way, 

That leadeth into light, 

Wherein no blinded child can stray, 
Beyond the Father’s sight. 


We are grateful at this time for 
all fair memories and all precious 
hopes, for the sacred ties that bind 
us to the unseen world. May we 
be followers of those who, through 
faith and patience, now inherit 
the promises, 
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